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SOMETHING YOU DIDN'T KNOW ABOUT... 











Tommy Огеатег 


Contrary to popular belief, Tommy Dreamer is nota guy who will eat anything. 

Sure, on live television, he'll down a cup of tobacco juice or eat а hot dog he's picked up off the ground, 
but there are some foods—ones that most people consider normal—that Dreamer will not only not eat, but 
won't even try. 

For example, Dreamer eats applesauce practically every day, but he's never crunched down оп an apple. 

He's never tried a pear, peach or banana, either. The list of foods Dreamer has no interest in eating is 
actually quite extensive, including raspberries, lettuce, tomatoes and string beans. 

When asked why, Dreamer had this to say: "I don't know. Something must've happened to me as a child.” 

While he's never bitten into a banana, he puts them into his protein shakes. He won't eat peas, but he 
loves split-pea soup. While he loves foods that are cherry-flavored, he doesn't have the desire to eat a cherry. 
And he's never eaten broccoli anywhere but at a Chinese restaurant. 

“I've got some issues," Dreamer admitted. “I'm not fighting it." 

But Dreamer will consume just about anything that would make a normal man ill, as has become 
painfully obvious to viewers of Raw. 

"There are all these unofficial records that | hold," Dreamer says, proudly listing them: 


* 32 hot dogs on a high school dare. 

* 42 White Castle cheeseburgers in 15 minutes during Super Bowl XXIV in 1990. 

* Three pounds of pasta mixed with two pounds of ground turkey and two cans of beans—what was supposed to be 
dinner for five—during his days in ECW. 

* 20 White Castle cheeseburgers, 24 Dunkin’ Donuts and 4 breakfast sandwiches while traveling on the New Jersey 
Turnpike after an ECW event. 

* An entire gallon of cookies 'n' cream ice cream while driving to Pittsburgh from Jonestown, Pennsylvania. 

* 115 pieces of sushi, eaten before a match that ended up lasting one hour and 17 minutes. 

* $35 worth of McDonald's fast food, including 9 cheeseburgers, 20 pieces of Chicken McNuggets, 3 Filet o’ Fish 
sandwiches, 1 super-size order of french fries, 1 chicken fajita, 2 Oreo McFlurrys, 1 cookie and 1 super-size Diet Coke. 
(That makes Dreamer remember another eccentricity: he hates regular Coke but loves Diet Coke; he loves regular 
Pepsi but hates Diet Pepsi.) 

* 25 Chinese dumplings. The late Rick Rude threw the 25th one in a toilet, so Dreamer scooped it out before eating 
it. "When | bit it, the water [from the toilet] squirted out and hit [Rude]," Dreamer said. “And he vomited.” 

* 24 hard-boiled eggs. 


“Legitimately, | have an eating disorder,” Dreamer said. “The more | eat, the hungrier | get. It starts with 
a dare, and then | just can’t help myself.” 

Yet, Dreamer confessed to having gone two or three days without eating at all. 

“Ever since joining WWE, | usually eat pretty normally,” he said, “except when | have to eat dip or something 
on TV.” 


— Phil Speer 
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Letters to the editor 


fan 


Hero Personified 


Dear Editor, 
Never in a million years did I think that Га be writing to 
RAW Magazine, but the “My Hero” article in the July issue 
truly touched me! The reason it touched me was because I'm 
dealing with a similar situation. A little over a year ago my 
mother was diagnosed with lung cancer. The doctor said it 
was inoperable, and they 
would use an aggressive 
treatment involving 
radiation and chemo- 
therapy. Since then, she 
has withered away and is 
now an empty shell of her 
former self. I’m afraid she 
won't be with us much 
longer. І read the part of 
the column where Charles 
Robinson told his wife 
he loved her and it was 
okay to stop suffering and 
that he would see her soon, 
and started to cry. I still 
haven't got the courage to do that yet, but 1 know I will have 
to soon. 1 guess 1 just wanted to let Mr. Robinson know that 
he is а very strong person, and that he is now my hero, 
because what he was and still is going through is way beyond 
wrestling. 

Greg Ridenour 

San Diego, CA 


Dear Editor, 
I just read the article about Mr. Robinson's wife passing away, 
and wanted him to know that my heart goes out to him and 
his family. Mr. Robinson, you are in my prayers. 
Elliott D. Rolls 
Via E-mail 


Everybody Has a Price 


Dear Editor, 

The June issue of RAW Magazine and the Terri photo shoot 
were great. She is my favorite WWE Diva. I also really liked 
the article on the demise of the male manager. However, 
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ail 


Send us your comments and critique to: World Wrestling Entertainment, RAW Magazine, 1241 E. Main Street, Stamford, CT 06902 or at RawMag@wwe.com 





I think that you sort of missed a manager—and a great one at 
that. I’m talking about the “Million-Dollar Man” Ted DiBiase, 
who managed great wrestlers like Sycho Sid and the 1-2-3 Kid 
(X-Pac). Thanks for all the great magazines over the years. 


Mike Nayanookeesic 
Via E-mail 


"IMan-Beast" Alert! 


Dear Editor, 
It was great to learn a bit more about Rhyno in the July issue 
(“Caged Rhyno”). ГА been wondering if we would ever hear 
more about him. I'm glad to hear he's working hard at coming 
back, and hope he gets that main-event push. I also have to 
mention the extremely hot poster of Torrie Wilson. Keep the 
Divas posters coming. 
Tony Serio 
Bucks County, PA 


Get Wilsonized 


Dear Editor, 
The Torrie Wilson issue was amazing. It was the best wrestling 
magazine Гуе ever seen. Torrie Wilson is sure hotter than any 
other Diva in WWE, and I think she did the best on the WWE 
Divas Undressed TW special. I would like to thank RAW for 
giving us the July magazine 
cover devoted to Torrie. 
Last year's cover with Stacy 
was also hot, but Torrie 
shouldn't have to share a 
cover. To hell with Trish's 
so called “Stratusfaction”— 
she can't compare to being 
“Wilsonized!” Thank God 
for making a woman as 
beautiful as Torrie Wilson, 
and thank you for giving 
fans what we want. Keep up 
the good work, and I'll look 
for Torrie in many more 
issues to come! 
Joe Balsness 
Via E-mail 
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Greetings from under ту 
black 200X Resistol hat, 
while wondering what 
really is “new” in our 
business. 





Things that would definitely be “new” if 
they actually were to happen (but don't 


hold your breath): 


+ Ric Flair without platinum-blond 
hair. 

* Booker T with no rhythm. 

* Bubba Ray Dudley singing an 
aria. 


Bradshaw with а “Yankee” accent. 


Spike Dudley at 300 pounds. 
The Fink with hair. 
*Harvard" Chris Nowinski with 
a college degree from Arkansas 
State University. 
Big Show at "only" 400 pounds. 
* Brock Lesnar actually laughing 
at one of Paul Heyman's jokes. 
Raven as a motivational speaker. 
Reverend D’Von teaming with 
Benny Hinn. 
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* William Regal without the use of 
his “pinkie.” 

Shawn Stasiak with a clue. 

Eddie Guerrero finding out that 
he was adopted and that he is 
actually Irish. 

A Tough Enough kid with no 
passion. 

Mark Henry swearing off fried 
chicken and becoming an OU fan. 
The Rock raising his left eyebrow 
after being diagnosed as clinically 
depressed. 

Hollywood Hulk Hogan unable to 
say "brother" 

J.R^s BBQ Sauce becoming a 
nationwide success. 

Goldust portraying “The American 
Dream.” 





By Jim Ross 











i 














+ Edge with a buzz-cut or a 


mohawk. 


* Rikishi performing at the 


New York City Ballet. 








Trish with no cleavage. 

Kurt Angle denouncing his 
American citizenship. 

Christian, Lance Storm and Test 
denouncing their Canadian citizen- 
ship. 

Chris Jericho being known simply 
as a "finesse guy.” 

An "ego-less" sports-entertainment 
performer (or announcer). 

Batista with an uncontrollable 
laugh. 

Hardcore Holly as a patron of 

the arts. 

Tazz in the NBA. 

Rey Mysterio, Jr. becoming 
lethargic. 

Nidia on the cover of Ladies Home 
Journal. 

The Coach joining ESPN's Stuart 
Scott to star on SportsCenter. 
“The King" becoming celibate. 
Faarooq singing tenor in the 
Mormon Tabernacle Choir. 

Sho Funaki starring in a remake 
of The Alamo. 

Chris Benoit on The Martha 
Stewart Show. 

This particular column having any 
chance of being accurate. 


Take care, and ГЇЇ see you next 
month. 


Check out the Ross Report every Friday on WWE.com. 


Introducing... 





CLUB + CONCERTS "RESTAURANT ° SPECIAIN EVENTS 


43rd &Broadway TimesSquare 212.398.2563 www.theworldny.com 
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Let The 1 
Flesh Fly! 


The only thing in short supply during the taping of 
the W. Divas: Undressed TV special was clothes. With 
the much-coveted Golden Thong Award at stake, 
there were nasty words, brawls and general mayhem [ 
throughout the evening, along with about a million 
one-liners from Jerry "the King” Lawler. In the end, Ё 
despite the best efforts of the other WWE Divas, | 
Torrie Wilson strutted away with the top prize. 
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Bw; A matronly-clad 
й — Molly is shown the door; and Trish 
` catches a beating from Jazz. 








fi ( Bl 
| ІМ el $ View outside the ring... 


Hotties on parade (from 
left): Trish Stratus, Torrie 
Wilson, Nidia, Stacy 
Keibler, Linda Miles, 
Dawn Marie, Jackie 
Gayda, Terri Runnels 
and (DEAR GOD, NO!) 
Rico and Mae Young. 
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also a useful accomplice outside the ring. By 
causing distractions and occasionally involving 
himself in the action, Rico has helped Billy & 
Chuck win numerous matches and hold onto their 


precious Tag Team titles on several occasions. 

















*THE MODEL" 
RICK MARTEL 


Strengths 

Despite how much smack Martel may 
have talked after undergoing his person- 
ality metamorphosis, the fact remained 
that he was an extremely talented athlete. 
Gifted with amazing agility, Martel exe- 
cuted stunning dropkicks and vaulting 
body presses with ease. But what made 
him a cut above most was his dangerous 
array of submission techniques, which, 
combined with his years of competition, 
helped craft him into a ring expert. 


Weaknesses 

Ironically, it was Martel's “Arrogance” 
that ultimately cost him many important 
victories. Between his showboating and 
ill-timed bouts of narcissism, he would 
easily become distracted and allow his 
opponent to gain the upper hand. 








Key Wins 

In 1984, Martel upended Japanese 
legend Jumbo Tsuruta to capture the 
Minnesota-based AWA Heavyweight 
Championship. Upon returning here, 
Martel teamed with Tom Zenk to defeat 
the duo of Cowboy Bob Orton and Don 
Muraco at WrestleMania III, before a 
record-setting crowd of 93,000 fans at 
the Pontiac Silverdome. Three years later, 
Martel defeated Коко B. Ware in one ої 
only three WrestleMania matches ever 
to end in a submission. In what turned 
out to be Martel's swan song, he defeated 
Booker T to win the now-defunct WCW 
Television title before a career-ending 
injury necessitated his retirement. 


Key Losses 

Strike Force lost the Tag Team titles 
to Demolition at WrestleMania IV. One 
year later, Arn Anderson and Tully 
Blanchard—known as the Brain 
Busters—handed Strike Force another 
beating, causing Martel to fly off the 
deep end and sever his friendship with 
Santana. In early 1991, Martel sprayed 
his “Arrogance” cologne in the face of 
Jake "The Snake" Roberts and tem- 
porarily blinded him. In order to keep the 
rivalry on equal footing, a match was 
made wherein both Martel and Roberts 
would have to wear black opaque masks 
and compete in the first-ever Blindfold 





match at WrestleMania XII. After a 
heroic effort, Martel fell prey to Roberts. 
At the following year's WrestleMania, 
his woes continued, as he was defeated 
by Native-American competitor Tatanka. 


Finishing Move 

Ever the technical expert, Martel used 
the Boston Crab to sgueeze the fight out 
of an opponent. While the maneuver is 
locked in, merely leaning back is enough 
to send shocking jolts of pain through 
ап adversary's back. With little room to 
wiggle out of the move, most opponents 
choose to simply tap-out and survive the 
encounter to fight another day. 


Strategy 

In order to come out victorious, 
Martel would need to ground Rico and 
negate his speed and martial-arts ability. 
If unable to finish Rico with the Boston 
Crab submission, Martel would have to 
wait until the referee's back was turned 
before spraying Rico in the face with his 
"Arrogance" cologne. With Rico wearing 
the unique scent of fashion and class, 
Martel could roll him up and secure 
the victory. 





RICO 


Strengths 

Despite his flamboyant occupation, 
many fans might be surprised to learn 
that Rico is a student of various martial- 
arts techniques such as kempo, muay thai 
and tae kwan do. In fact, Rico is so adept 
that he is capable of breaking bricks 
with his feet. This skill, combined with 
his years of wrestling experience, have 
given him a very unique ring style. 


Weaknesses 

Rico made his debut here this past 
March and has had limited ring time, 
feeling he is better utilized as Billy & 
Chuck's cornerman. With his tireless job 
as their personal stylist taking up the bulk 
of his day, Rico finds it challenging to 
stay sharp and hone his in-ring skills. 
However, he plans on spending more 
time in the ring and gaining the valuable 











experience needed to make him the total 
package. 


Key Wins 

Although he has only been competing 
in the organization for a few months and 
is still proving himself in active compe- 
tition, Rico has already won a major 
WWE championship. After Billy & 
Chuck failed to drive Rikishi out of the 
company, Mr. McMahon made a match 
for the Tag Team Championship at this 
year's Judgment Day, pitting Billy & 
Chuck against Rikishi and a mystery 
partner of Mr. McMahon's choosing. 

On the night of the event, it was 
announced that Rikishi's partner would 





be Rico. Missing a spinning heel kick that 
was meant for Rikishi, Rico accidentally 
struck Chuck and allowed the Phat Man 
to regain the advantage and earn the pin- 
fall—and the titles. While Rico openly 
resented the idea of being partnered with 
a fashion mess like Rikishi, he quickly 
snagged the belt and quietly enjoyed his 
championship success. 


Key Losses 

Oddly enough, Rico assisted in his 
own defeat by attacking Rikishi and 
costing his team the Tag Team title. After 
Billy & Chuck intimated that they were 
considering hiring a new personal stylist, 
Rico aided his employers in recapturing 
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the titles. With the rigors and pressures 
of being a Tag Team Champion gone, 
Rico was able to return to what really 
mattered—resetting Billy & Chuck's hair 
and removing a noticeable zit from 
Billy's posterior. 


Finishing Move 

Using his lightning-speed and cat-like 
agility, Rico turns his entire body in a 
whirlwind motion and delivers a devas- 
tating spinning heel kick to his oppo- 
nent's face. The momentary lapse of con- 
sciousness is more than enough time for 
Rico to cover them for the victory. 


Strategy 

In order to defeat a crafty veteran like 
Rick Martel, Rico would have to wear 
him down with repeated kicks and blows 


to the legs. Before long, the effects ої 


this concentrated attack would cramp up 
Martel's legs and give Rico the oppor- 
tunity to finish him off with a spinning 
heel kick. 











Rick “The Model" 
Martel (с. 1989) 


Strength: 
Agility: 
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Final Analysis 

This surely wouldn’t be a sloppy 
affair. Both Superstars would be looking 
to show superiority not only in the ring, 
but in their fashion sense as well. While 
Rico would attempt to use violence to 
persuade Martel why his powder blue 
sweater didn’t go with his eye color, 








Martel would be aiming to let Rico 
sample one of his latest scents in his 
eyes. If violence were unable to solve 
their dispute, perhaps the two would 
combine their efforts and educate the 
hordes of disheveled fans on fashion 
dos and dont's. ₪ 


©2002 World Wrestling Entertainment, Inc. All Rights Reserved. 
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It's time for RAW Magazine's column 
on love, sex and everything in 
between, hosted by a Diva who has 
inspired more than her share of those 
emotions, Terri Runnels. Please submit 
your own questions from the world 

of Eros to Terri by e-mailing them to: 
askterriQwwe.com. 


Q: Terri, I am 13 years old and don't 
have a girlfriend. I was wondering if 
I was a little bit too young for you? 
— bsktballfan1 (via e-mail) 

A: Wow, thirteen years old! Let me 
think...well, yes, my sweet, you are a 
bit young for me. However, I love your 
spunk in asking such a question of me 
at your tender age. You should have no 
problems in the future in establishing 
relationships with the opposite sex. If 
you're really good, you'll know how to 
keep them once you've started them. 
Actually, at your age, you should just 
think about having a blast. Do the words 
"Betsy Ross,” "opposite of tame" and 
"cooks in under one minute" mean any- 
thing to you? Put that together, do it and 
be a good guy in the process! I wish I 
could wait for you. Love and kisses. 


Q: There is this gorgeous girl in one 
of my classes in high school, and I am 
absolutely in love with her. She has the 
most beautiful smile I've ever seen, and 
I love her laugh. We talk every day in 
that class, and we get along great. But 
when I previously asked her out, she 
said she was already seeing some other 
guy. Then at the end of the year, she 
called me a “sexy devil" іп my yearbook 
and told me not to be afraid to call her 
over the summer. I love this girl and 
really want to be with her, so how do I 
go about getting her without screwing 
things up? — CJA, Las Vegas, NV 

A: In the words of my dear friend 
Ray “Boss Man" Traylor, “Bingo Santa 
Domingo!" It sounds like you already 
have her! Trust me, when a girl calls you 
a "sexy devil" and tells you not to be 
afraid to call her over the summer, you 
are over like The Coach with all of the 








women in Norwalk, Connecticut. Let it 
flow like Niagara, babe, you are driving 
this machine! Have fun! 


Q: I have been married for a little over 
four years. My husband and 1 are 
creative when it comes to sex (no pun 
intended), but I would like your opinion 
on how to have him be more creative 
in the romance department. Also, a note 
to you: You are a wonderful entertainer 
and a good interviewer. Which do you 
like more? Personally, I like seeing you 
interview Eddie Guerrero; you two have 
а nice chemistry going. — S.P., Ohio 

A: Kudos to you for being creative 
sexually. There is nothing quite so won- 
derful as feeling safe enough to go to 
taboo places with your mate. Romance is 
another story. Have you ever been with 
a guy who is just raring to go sexually, 
like a rabbit, but doesn't know how to 
truly seduce a woman? Beautiful, yet 
rotten at the same time—I understand 
your pain. The best advice I can give 





By Terri Runnels 


you is to do the things for him that you 
want him to do for you. You will be 
giving him a blueprint for seducing you 
by your actions. 

I thank you so much for your com- 
pliments, and I can only say I love what 
I do and I hope that comes through in 
my work. As for Eddie Guerrero, he 
possesses such passion that it's not a 
difficult task to work with him. Have fun 
with your hubby and thanks for your 
letter. 


Q: What's going on Terri? I'd like to 
tell you how fine you are and that I'm 
your No. 1 fan. 

Now on to my question: I've been 
seeing a girl for about a month and a 
half. We've been kicking it off pretty 
well, but I've heard rumors that she's 
sleeping around. When I ask her about 
it, she tells me she's too in love with me 
to do such a thing. What should I do? 
Keep messing with her or start looking 
for a girl like you? Holla back and let 
me know what's up! — E.T., Louisiana 
A: It's not often that a girl gets to “holla” 
to a man from the Louisiana Bayou. 
Let's get right down to business...If 
rumors are running rampant, you might 
want to give them a second listen. But 
if this is a onetime “rumor,” then you 
should give her the benefit of the doubt. 
How many times have you been the 
subject of a false rumor only to have it 
ruin something good in your life? I say 
go with the numbers on this one. If they 
are high, then give her up; if this is an 
isolated rumor from someone you really 
don't know or trust, then be your own 
man and rock ’n’ roll. Good luck, my 
friend! 


As always, love and kisses to my 
wonderful fans! 
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GENERATION NEXT 


In the world of WWE, new talent is 
always knocking on the door. These 
four Superstars are busting it down... 





John Gena 





Few WWE Superstars 
have had as impressive a 
debut match as John Cena. 
Selected to wrestle Kurt 
Angle the very day he was 
called up from Ohio Valley 
Wrestling, the rookie nearly 
pulled off the implausible 
by defeating the three-time 
World Champion. In the 
end, Angle's ability and 
experience proved too 
much, and the West 
Newbury, Massachusetts, 
native ended up on the 
short end of the stick. 

But Cena's performance 
turned heads; he had made 
his mark and proved that 
he was no ordinary rookie. 

In 1984, seven-year- 

old John Cena became an 





“I'm obsessed 
with this business. 
I have 42 pairs of 
wrestling hoots 
and 93 pairs of 
tights... Anything 
that | can watch 
or learn from to 
make myself 
more professional, 
[Il do it." 
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instant fan; Hulk Hogan, 
the Iron Sheik and Roddy 
Piper captured his imagina- 
tion and ignited the spark 
that would set him on a 
course to WWE. As a kid, 
he and his buddies would 
wrestle in his basement, 
emulating their WWE 
heroes. They put on shows 
and even made title belts 
out of computer paper. 

In high school, Cena 
continued to follow the 
sports-entertainment 
industry, but turned his 
athletic pursuits to the 
football field. All his peers 
played football, and even 
though he didn't love the 
sport at first, he played 
because his friends did. 

A bit undersized at just 
over 200 pounds, 

Cena nevertheless 
excelled playing 

center. ç 

Upon graduating 
from high school, 

Cena enrolled at 
Springfield College. 

He considered entering 
the military, but didn't 
want to lose any of the 
size and strength that he 
had worked so hard to 
build during his high 
school days—the very 
same reason why he didn't 
wrestle in high school. At 
Springfield, he bulked up 








to 240 pounds— large by 
normal standards, but still 
small as far as football 
centers go. His size didn't 
prove to be a detriment, 
though, as he played 
standout football 

for one of 

the better 

Division 

Ш 





by Aaron Williams 























schools in the nation. 
After earning his 
degree, Cena moved to 
b Southern California. 
AU Tired of the long, cold 
8 kl New England winters, 
he moved to sunny 
California. He took a 
b job moving fitness 
A eguipment and 
worked 75 hours 
a week. 
"Basically, my 
job sucked;" Cena 
recalled. “It was 











N 
A 
שש‎ / 
A While working 
this thankless job 
though, Cena took his 
first active step towards 
becoming a WW 
Superstar. One of his 
buddies was a wrestler for 
Ultimate Pro Wrestling 
(UPW), which at the time 





was associated with WWE. 


Cena enrolled in UPW to 
learn how to grapple. “It 


was a great opportunity for 


the worst job ever.” 





me to be seen,” says Cena. 
“I wasn’t any good, and I 
bless the WWE Talent 
Relations Department for 
seeing something in me. 
They gave me a chance.” 
Cena wrestled for UPW 
from November 1999 until 
June 2001, when he was 
called up to Ohio Valley 
Wrestling (OVW) in 
Louisville, Kentucky. 
While wrestling for OVW, 
he earned the nickname, 
Prototype. He had a tight 
haircut, ate right, trained 
hard and carried himself 
professionally. He was 
a machine, and a friend 
came up with the name 
suggesting he was the 
"prototypical" sports- 
entertainment performer. 
Cena's knowledge and 
ability grew by leaps and 
bounds in Louisville. The 
atmosphere for learning 
was perfect, and for some- 
one with a passion for the 





business like Cena, it 
proved conducive to his 
growth. 

Before the June 27, 
2002, SmackDown! in 
Chicago, Cena was told 
two things: He had a 
match that night with Kurt 
Angle, and he needed to 
get a haircut. It all hap- 
pened so fast that Cena 
didn't have time to get 
nervous. He rushed out to 
get his haircut and by the 
time he returned, he had 
to prepare for his match. 
The match itself was so 
fast-paced that he didn't 
have time to think, and the 
fans were so loud that he 
moved into that zone 
where nervousness cannot 
enter. His debut turned out 
to be much easier than he 
ever thought it could be. 

“Га like to take my hat 
off to Kurt Angle,” says 
Cena. “He's a tremendous 
athlete and one of the 








most professional guys I've 
ever met. It's incredible 
being in the ring with 
such a talent." 

Now that Cena's made 
one of his childhood 
dreams come true by 
making it to WWE, he's 
looking forward to taking 
the next step. 

“T thrive on respecting 
this business and the 
company. My goal is to 
help make this company 
as good as it can get. 
Whether I can do it 
remains to be seen, but 
that's my goal, and I think 
it should be everyone's. 
I'm obsessed with this 
business. I have 42 pairs 
of wrestling boots and 93 
pairs of tights. Every dime 
that I can afford, I spend 
on sports-entertainment. 
Anything that I can watch 
or learn from to make 
myself more professional, 
PII do it” m 
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GENERATION NEXT 








If Міпсе McMahon 
wants a poster boy for 
“Ruthless Aggression,” he 
would do well in choosing 
David Batista. At 65" and 
290 pounds of solid 
muscle, this former body- 
builder and powerlifter cuts 
a most imposing figure. 
He is now well on his way 
to establishing himself as 
one of the most charismatic 
and striking new Super- 
stars to arrive in WWE 
in guite some time. 

Unlike many Superstars, 
Batista never thought that 
he would make his living 
in sports-entertainment. As 
a young boy, he watched 
WWE programs in the 
early ‘80s, but drifted away 
from it in the late "805 and 
early 905. In high school, 





Although hesitant 
to use his 
overwhelming 
strength, Batista 
wasn't shy about 
delivering some 
serious heat- 
ings...Needless 
to say, he never 
came out on the 
short end of a 
brawl, and more 
than a few paid 
a serious price 
for their foolish 
hravado. 
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the Washington DC native 
wrestled, played football 
and threw the shot put. 
He also discovered body- 
building, a sport he would 
dedicate himself to. 
Batista competed for 
three years as a body- 
builder, most of which was 
spent filling out his large 
frame. In high school, he 
wrestled at 185 pounds; by 
the time he was done with 
bodybuilding, he weighed 
an incredible 360 pounds. 
To support himself, 
Batista worked as a bouncer. 
Although hesitant to use 
his overwhelming strength, 
he wasn't shy about 
delivering some serious 
beatings when the situation 
demanded it. Needless to 
say, he never came out on 
the short end of a brawl, 
and more than a few paid 
a serious price for their 
foolish bravado. 
In late 1997, 
he moved to 
Minneapolis, and 
began power 
training at the 
same gym 
where Road 
Warrior 
Animal and Curt 
Hennig trained. By 
this time, Batista had 
started watching WWE 
again, and he asked 
Hennig about getting 
into the business. Hennig 
suggested that he tryout 
with the old WCW. So, 
Batista packed his bags 
and headed to Atlanta and 
WCW's training facility, 
the Power Plant. 
His experience there 


turned out to be less than 
memorable: “I really didn't 
like the way they were 
running things there. 
They more or less brought 
everybody in to humiliate 
them. І didn't care for 
that atmosphere.” 

He remained undeterred 
by his WCW experience 
and contacted WWE. 

At the time, WWE didn't 
have open training camps, 
so officials in the Talent 
Relations Department 
recommended that he 
enroll at a wrestling camp 
in Allentown, Pennsylvania, 
run by former WWE Tag 
Team Champions the 

Wild Samoans. In March 
1999, Batista 

journeyed 
























to Allentown to begin his 
guest of becoming a WWE 
Superstar. 

Once there, he got off 
to a rocky start. Just one 
month into his training, he 
ruptured his triceps muscle 
and was forced to sit 
on the sidelines for six 
months. At the time, he 
weighed 360 pounds and 
was simply too big to 
be able to with- 
stand the 
punish- 
ment 
in the 
ring. 

The ^ 
bug had 
bitten 
him, 





though, and as soon as Бе 
was able to return, he did. 

By November 1999, 
his trainers decided that 
Batista was ready to show 
his skills to WWE, so he 
arranged a tryout with 
WWE's developmental 
talent manager Dr. Tom 
Prichard. Though he was 
still green, Prichard saw 
enough potential to sign 
him to a developmental 
deal. Batista was ecstatic. 
But it was only the first 
step on his journey to 
a full-time career with 
WWE. 

In March 2000, Batista 
was sent to WWE's 





developmental organization, 


Ohio Valley Wrestling 
(OVW) in Louisville, 
Kentucky. There, OVW 
owner Jim Cornette 

dubbed him 

b. Leviathan, and 
with the help 
of his fellow 













trainees, 
Batista 


began 


to 





develop 
into an 
unstoppable 
force. 

Early this past 
summer, Batista 
received the call he'd 
been waiting for: WWE 
officials were bringing 
him up to SmackDown! 
After three long, hard 








years, Batista had made it. 
"When I got the call, I 
was shocked more than 
anything else. ГА been 
down in Louisville for 


two years and wasn't sure 
what was going to happen 
to me. They just told me 


they had something for me, 


and that I needed to get a 
suit. So, I went out and 
bought a $500 suit. Of 


course when I got up there, 


the first thing they did 
was cut the sleeves off. " 
He made his first 
appearance as Deacon 
Batista, Reverend D- Von's 








bodyguard. His first time 
through the curtain was 
surreal. His head was spin- 
ning and it wasn't until a 
week or two later that it 
fully hit him that he was 
now a member of the 

"A" team. 

His reception back- 
stage couldn't have gone 
better, and with D-Von's 
advice and encouragement, 
Batista has quickly begun 
getting acclimated to his 
new surroundings. There 
are few men in the world 
with his size, presence 
and agility, and it's only a 





matter of time before he 
is a main-event Superstar. 
Until then, he doesn't 
want to get ahead of 
himself. 

"My main short-term 
goal is to improve my 
ring work;" says Batista. 
"In OVW, most of my 
matches were short. In 
order to compete with the 
best, I’m going to have 
to improve my ring skills. 
My goal is to become 
а singles star, and I know 
I have to [improve my 
ring work] in order to 
do that.” m 
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GENERATION NEXT 


Chris Nowinski 





Over the years, Harvard 
University has given us 
presidents, scholars and 
Nobel Laureates. But until 
this year, it had never pro- 
duced a WWE Superstar. 
Chris Nowinski has now 
filled this glaring hole in 
the prestigious institution's 
résumé. He may not be 
the most popular graduate 
among the cappuccino- 
sipping intellectuals of 
Harvard Yard, but if he 
keeps progressing in his 
career, he may turn out to 
be one of its most famous. 

Born and raised just 
outside of Chicago, in 
Arlington Heights, 
Illinois, Chris Nowinski 
wasn't allowed to watch 
sports-entertainment in his 
home. So, he'd go over to 
his cousins* house and 
watch there. Although he 
enjoyed watching matches, 
he was a bigger fan of 





"| wasn't 
looking at 
(Tough Enough) 
as an opportu- 
nity to make 
friends. Some 
guys were 
looking to make 
friends but they 
quit early; I 
didn't even 
bother with 
them.” 
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Hulk Hogan 's Rock 'n' 
Wrestlin' cartoon, and it 
was Hogan, Hacksaw Jim 
Duggan and the rest of the 
good guys from that series 
that he remembers rooting 
for. 

In junior high and high 
school, he still wasn't 
allowed to watch sports- 
entertainment, so he turned 
his attention to other sports 
and academics. He was a 
standout defensive lineman 
for John Hersey High 
School, and captained the 
basketball team. He also 
played baseball and threw 
the discus until a shoulder 
injury curtailed those 
athletic pursuits. Unable to 
play spring sports because 
of the injury, he tried a 
new endeavor—acting—by 
taking part in that year's 
spring musical, West Side 
Story, where he ironically 
played a character named 
Diesel. 

Nowinski excelled in 
the classroom as well as 
the gridiron, and Harvard 
University recruited him to 
play football. He played 
defensive tackle for four 


years, earning honor- 





able mention “ 
all-Ivy League 

honors as a 

junior, and 2nd 

team All-Ivy as a 
senior. As a junior, he 
broke his wrist in the 
spring game. It was a 
bad break, forcing him 
to wear a cast up to his 
shoulder for 12 weeks 
during the summer. He 
thought he might redshirt, 
but when doctors removed 








the cast a week before 
the season started, he 
decided that he'd rather 
play his last year with 
his buddies than sit out 
a year. However, in the 
third game of the season, 
he sprained his ankle. 
For the rest of the year, 
he basically played on 
one arm and one leg. 
When his dreams of 
being drafted by an NFL 
team didn't happen, 
Nowinski turned his 
attention to sports- 
entertainment. Six 
months after 
graduating 
college, 
Nowinski 
enrolled in 
Killer 
Kowalski's 
graduate 
school. 
He trained 
at the 
school 
for 








two | 
months | 
i and then 
J) debuted in the 
ring in January 
72001. A few 
weeks later, he 
was auditioning 
for Tough 
Enough. 

Tough 
Enough 
turned out to 
be quite an 
experience 
for 








Nowinski. Не learned 
from the best and was 
given insights into the 
business that few aspiring 
grapplers receive. He also 
got first-hand experience 
living life as a heel. 

“T didn't plan to be a 
heel. Maybe in the back 




























ої my mind I knew that as 
a Harvard guy ГА have 
trouble getting over as a 
ace. I wouldn't say that 
explains my behavior 
hough. I wasn't looking 
at it as an opportunity to 
make friends. Some guys 
were looking to make 
riends but they quit early; 
I didn't even bother with 
them. I wanted to be 
riends with the guys who 
зад heart and stuck 
around, and unfortunately, 
I kind of dug myself a 
hole. Гуе fixed that since 
hen. Me, Maven, Josh, 


close now. Of course, not 
living in the same house 
ogether helps.” 

Nowinski was a bit dis- 
appointed when he wasn't 





selected as the inaugural 

Tough Enough champion, 

but understood that all 
three male finalists had 


any of them could 
have won. Losing, 
however, didn't 
deter him from 
pursuing his 
dream. On the 
car ride home 
from the 
announcement 
ceremony, he 
was on the phone 
with independent 
promoters trying to get 





booked on shows. 
Nowinski continued to 
work independent shows 
until this past February 
when he received a call 


from Tough Enough 
producer and talent scout 
John “Big” Gaburick 
asking if he could come to 
WWE Fan Axxess at 
WrestleMania in Toronto 
for a Tough Enough 





idia and Taylor are pretty W 


their strong points and 





m wy 
З 


reunion. While there, 
Nowinski worked de facto 
tryout matches against 
AI Snow, Chavo Guerrero 
and Maven. А few weeks 
later, WWE road agent 
Johnny Ace contacted 
him and told him to report 
to Heartland Wrestling 
Association (HWA) in 
Cincinnati. А month and а 
half later, in early June, he 
was called up to WWE. 
“Tt was а big surprise 
to get called up so soon. І 





























































was so happy and grateful 
for the opportunity. Гуе 
been very fortunate to get 
the training that 1 did from 
Al, Tazz and ‘Big,’ and 
then to get a second 
opportunity. I’m very 
thankful. Also, getting the 
opportunity to work with 
William Regal has been 
invaluable. He is a true 
professional and has been 
a great help.” 

And so the question 
begs, is the Chris 








Nowinski that fans see 
on SmackDown! every 
Thursday night the real 
Chris Nowinski? 

“Let’s just say that I’ve 
been there, done the whole 
Harvard thing. I owned a 
tuxedo in college, which 
I’m sure most college 
students don’t. It’s not 
really me, but I will say 
that some people who are 
close to me live my gim- 
mick. That’s why it comes 
pretty naturally to me.” ₪ 
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Randy Orton 





If you ask Randy Orton 
why he wanted to become 
a WWE Superstar, he'll 
tell you that it's in his 
blood. As the grandson of 
Bob Orton and son of Bob 
Orton, Jr., he's continuing 
the family legacy and 
is now on the verge of 
becoming a breakout 
Superstar. 

Growing up in the 
business, Randy was 
able to observe and learn 
things that most aspiring 
Superstars only discover 
after they make it into the 
business. When he was out 
of school for the summer, 
he would travel with his 
father and visit with his 
dad's contemporaries 
backstage. 

During the school year, 
his father's friends would 
often drop by the family 
home whenever business 
took them through St. Louis. 





"| rememher 
seeing Greg 
Valentine, Andre 
the Giant and 
Hulk Hogan. 

Pd he sitting 

at the dinner 
tahle with these 
giants and I'd 
he thinking, 

“Am І going to 
he this бід one 
пау?” 
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Sports-entertainment wasn't 
something Randy enjoyed 
as а hobby; it was а part 
of his life. 

“T really don't have a 
first memory of the busi- 
ness,” says Randy. “I knew 
that my grandfather, father 
and uncle [Barry O] did it. 
It was really cool to travel 
with my father, and I 
remember that when І was 
real young, the guys would 
come over to the house 
when they came through 
St. Louis. 1 remember 
seeing Greg Valentine, 
Andre the Giant and Hulk 
Hogan. ГА be sitting at 
the dinner table with these 
giants and ГА be thinking, 
"Ат І going to be this big 
one day?’ Obviously I'm 
not there yet, but hopefully, 
I'm оп my way.” 

As much as Randy 
was around the business, 
he wasn't forced into it. 
People would often ask 
him if he was going to be 
a Superstar when he grew 
up, but before he could 
answer, his mom would 
always interrupt and say, 
“No, he's going to college 
to become a doctor or 
lawyer.” But as soon as 
he graduated high school, 
Randy knew that his 
immediate future lay 
in the wrestling ring. 

“I went into sports- 
entertainment because 
that's what І wanted to 
do. My parents were— 
and are—behind me all 
the way because they 
know 1 love doing this. 
They're real proud of 
how I've done so far.” 





As polished as he is in 
the ring today, it's hard to 
believe that a little over 
two years ago, he couldn't 
execute the sport's most 
basic maneuvers. He had 
good mind/body awareness 
from wrestling in high 
school and horsing around 
with his father, but he had 
little technical know-how 
when he was first signed to 
a developmental contract 
in late 2000. 

Raw and unpolished, 
he was sent to Ohio Valley 
Wrestling (OVW) in 
Louisville, Kentucky, 
to develop his skills. 

With his famous 
name and lack of 
skills, he received 
a mixed recep- 
tion. 

"From the 
first day some 
guys thought 
that I had 
everything 
handed to 
me, which 
was true. 

At first, 

I really 
sucked— 

I couldn't 
do any- 
thing. But, 

I learned 
quickly and 
busted my 
butt. I had a 
42-inch waist 
when I was 
signed. Now, 
it's a 34. 

Randy made remark- 
able progress, and about 
a year and half later, he 
was called up to WWE. 











He worked dark matches 
and non-televised events 
Saturday thru Tuesday, 
and then went back to 
Louisville to train and 
work OVW shows the rest 
of the week. Working 
seven days a week was 
























exhausting, but Randy 
persevered and gained an 


Incredible amount of ring 
experience. 

His reception in WWE 
was mixed. Some won- 
dered whether he had 
everything handed to him, 
since he was given a WWE 
contract at age 19, before 
ever setting foot in the ring. 
Others, like Bradshaw, 
knew and worked 
father and watched out for 
him, as the older Orton had 
done when Bradshaw was 


with his 





just starting out. Having 
grown up in the traditions 
of the industry, Randy 
understood what 
facing. To that end, he 
worked hard to prove him- 
self, and has since earned 





пе Was 





the respect of his peers. 
On April 25, 2002, 
Randy made his 
SmackDown! 
debut against 
Bob Holly. 
Although 
he was 
beaten 
up 
for 








most 
of the 
match, he 
came out vic- 
= torious. Needless 
to say, his father was 
4 beaming with pride. 
Today. Randy's goals 
of learning the fundamen- 
tals and making it to 
WWE's roster have been 
replaced with loftier aspi- 
rations. Now that he's 
feeling more comfortable 





in his skills and respected 
by his peers, his main 
focus is gaining valuable 
ring experience. Every 
week he gets a little better 
and if he keeps progress- 
ing, in a few years he 
hopes to reach his 
ultimate goal: winning 
the WWE Undisputed 
Championship. 

If he does, it will be a 
testament to his hard work 
and natural athletic ability. 
Of course, having Bob 
Orton, Jr. as your father 
doesn't hurt. 

"I'm very fortunate,” 
Randy says. “I can go 
home and talk to one of 
the best heels in the busi- 
ness, and he can tell me 
what I should do. Another 
advantage is that I just 
feel it's in my blood. 
Two years ago, I couldn't 
do anything in the ring. 
Now, I m wrestling on 
television for WWE. It 
all happened so fast. I 
just think it goes to show 
that it's in my genes" M 











Others to watch... 


SEAN O'HAIRE 

The 6-foot-6, 260-pound powerhouse debuted in the old WCW in 2000, and reigned twice as WCW Tag 
Team Champion, once with Mark Jindrak and once with Chuck Palumbo. 

The Hilton Head, South Carolina, native is another legitimate badass, having won over a dozen Toughman 
competitions in North Carolina, compiling an 11-0 record as a professional boxer and a 20-0 record as a 
pro kickboxer. 

O'Haire made his television debut after just six months of training in WCW's Power Plant training camp, and 
made an immediate splash with his awesome physique and tremendous athleticism. O'Haire flies around the 
ring like a cruiserweight, but his look is all heavyweight. Upon joining WWE, O'Haire was sent to Ohio Valley 
Wrestling (OVW) for seasoning, and his impressive run there could foreshadow similar success with WWE. 


JOHNNY THE BULL 

Another impressive youngster who gained his initial exposure during the waning days of the old WCW, 
Johnny the Bull made his television debut in November 1999 as part of the Mamalukes tag team with Big Vito. 

Joining the sports-entertainment business may very well have saved Johnny the Bull from a truly unfortunate 
life. Raised in Atlanta, he left home at 17 for a life on the streets. Two years later he was jumped and stabbed. 

The incident scared him straight, and he went to work as a personal trainer and bouncer before finding 
himself at the WCW Power Plant for a tryout. A huge Hulk Hogan fan while growing up, Johnny found that his 
toughness and athleticism made him a natural for the business. After honing his skills in Heartland Wrestling 
Association (HWA), the Bull is ready to be unleashed on WWE, and recently made an immediate splash by winning 
the Hardcore title from Bradshaw during his July 15 debut on Raw. 
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IS of wrestling 


Without these places, we may never have experienced the phenomenon of Hulkamania. Fans 
at arenas everywhere might not be “Woooooo-ing!” every chop, and we would have missed out 





on a Decade on Destruction. 


In these places, youngsters found their first love and experienced their calling to greatness. 
These are the places where legends are born. These are the "hotbeds" of wrestling. 





| by phil speer | phil speer 


n some places, a love of the mat game runs through town 

like power lines and waterpipes, affecting all within reach. 

The love of sports-entertainment, while global, often takes 

a stranglehold in specific regions. Chief among them are 
Florida, Minnesota, Texas, and the Canadian province of 
Ontario. 


“There are certain areas where people grow up watching 
wrestling,” said Undertaker, a native of Houston. “Being strong 
wrestling footholds, these areas produce that urge in kids 
growing up to pursue that dream. In Texas, the legendary Von 
Erichs...I know, as kids, everybody wanted to be a Von Erich. 
Texas produces a lot of wrestlers; Florida produces a lot of 
wrestlers. Minnesota, too. Who knows why? Maybe it’s some- 
thing in the water.” 

Exposure and opportunity seem to be the two necessary 
ingredients. 


Based in Minneapolis, the American Wrestling Association 
(AWA) was, for years, one of the biggest wrestling promotions 
in North America. Tampa was the home base of Florida 
Championship Wrestling for more than 25 years. And there 
were hot promotions throughout Texas and Canada. 

“Growing up in Toronto was great because we had different 
influences,” Christian said. “We had a lot of things that 
Americans didn’t get. We had WWE and NWA [which was 
later WCW], and we also had Calgary Stampede Wrestling.” 

What the four locales have in common is that they have 
historically had places for prospective young wrestlers to go 
and learn the business. 

“If you went through Florida, Texas, and Bill Watts’ area [in 
the Southeast], man, you learned,” said WWE agent Bruce 
Prichard, a Houston native. “And the same thing can be said 
for Canada.” 


= eee 


Hot Wheels? '98 Geo Prizm LSI Edition — Crash | 
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Times, ої course, change. With the exception ої Ontario, 
the majority of Superstars who come from these hotbeds are 
wrestling veterans. They grew up before Vince McMahon took 
WWE national, and later global. This expansion eventually 
led to the demise of many regional promotions. 

Outside of the United States, WWE programming is dis- 
tributed in 12 languages to more than 130 countries, and, 
not coincidentally, the hometowns of this new generation of 
Superstars are more diverse than ever. 

But there's no denying the influence that the four historical 
hotbeds of wrestling have had on WWE, both in the past and 
today. 


FLORIDA 


Eventually, everyone ends up in Florida. 

“We all migrated to Tampa,” Christian said. “I think you 
have 12 of us there now. The good part of our job is that you 
can live pretty much wherever you want. Why not live some- 
place warm? I'd rather go home and sit by the pool than go 
home and shovel snow off the driveway. Not to mention 
there's no state tax, which doesn't hurt.” 

Hollywood Hulk Hogan and Billy are among WWE 
Superstars who actually grew up in Florida. X-Pac has spent 
the last several years in Minneapolis, but he was born and 
raised in St. Petersburg. WWE agent Dean Malenko is also 
a native. He says Florida has been a hotbed of wrestling for 
years. 

"Through the years—late '60s, '70s and early '80s—it was 
a place where a lot of guys liked to work, and usually you 
could be home every night with your family,” he said. “It was 
à great place to raise kids. It kind of made its mark, especially 
Tampa. Everybody and anybody in the business—from Dusty 
Rhodes to Ric Flair to Hollywood Hulk Hogan—at one time 








in his career went to Florida. It was a place everyone liked. 
Even now, maybe 15-20 of our guys reside in Tampa." 
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MINNESOTA 


Considering Ric Flair's history in the Carolinas, many 
people assume he was born and raised there. But he's actually 
a native of Minnesota, and trained there for a year and a half. 
Flair began his career in 1972, when Verne Gagne's AWA 
promotion was thriving. Many Minnesota natives—including 
Curt Hennig, Rick Rude, Mean Gene Okerlund and Jesse “the 
Body" Ventura—cut their teeth in that promotion. 

"Minneapolis was loaded;" Flair said. “They had everybody 
at that time.” 

Eventually, Flair emigrated to the Southeast, where he 
became a legend in the NWA. But Flair says he doesn't even 
know if he would have gotten into the business had he been 
born somewhere else. 

“I don't know if I would have ever gotten the opportunity 
that I got in Minneapolis,” he said. “That was the key for me— 
being able to start there. I was fortunate to be in the right place 
at the right time." 

Another Minnesota native, Molly Holly, said it's logical 
that wrestling is popular there. 

"Powerlifting is a popular sport [in Minnesota],” she said. 
"It's cold most of the year. People are inside, doing nothing 
more than working out. A lot of great wrestlers came from 





powerlifting and bouncing careers. It's а good amateur wrestling 
state as well." 

To this day, a large number of WWE Superstars are 
Minnesotans, although many trained outside the state. Molly 
and X-Pac took classes at the Malenko family's school in 
Florida. Brock Lesnar grew up in Webster, South Dakota, 
but attended the University of Minnesota and now resides in 
Minneapolis. He trained at Ohio Valley Wrestling in 
Louisville, Kentucky, one of WWE's developmental territories. 
One of the few Superstars who trained in Minnesota is 
Bradshaw. The North Texas native spent about three months 
at a school run by Brad Rheingans. 


TEXAS 





The state of Texas has been a breeding ground for WWE 
Superstars. Undertaker, Shawn Michaels, Bradshaw, Eddie 
Guerrero, Goldust, Jacqueline, Nidia and Mark Henry all hail 
from the Lone Star State. 

“We had Houston wrestling with Paul Boesch as the pro- 
moter,” said Texas native Booker T. “A lot of big stars— 
‘Hacksaw’ Jim Duggan, ‘Million-Dollar Man’ Ted DiBiase, 
‘Superstar’ Billy Graham—came through there. The show 
was live on Friday nights, and they showed it [on television] 
Saturday morning. So, we got a chance to see it live and then 
see it on television also. It was a pretty hot thing growing up.” 

"When I grew up, Texas wrestling was hot,” Bradshaw said. 
“If ГА grown up in a state where wrestling wasn’t hot, and 
there was nothing going on there, it would make sense that not 
many great wrestlers would come from there. In a place like 
that you don’t have that option. The options were there. 

“I grew to have a fascination with wrestling early. If I hadn't 
been exposed to it early, I don’t know if I would have gone 
into the business.” 


ONTARIO 





The Ontario area seems to be a growing hotbed for pro- 
ducing WWE Superstars. All five of the Superstars from the 
Toronto region—Trish Stratus, Edge, Christian, Test and The 
Big Valbowski—are younger than 30. 

WWE has always been popular in Ontario. WrestleMania 
VI and WrestleMania X8 both took place in SkyDome, 
attracting more than 65,000 fans each. As Edge did in 1990, 
no doubt others attending WrestleMania also dreamed of one 
day becoming WWE Superstars themselves. But according 
to Edge, many of them may have given up on their dream 
because they thought Canadians didn’t have a chance. 

“You just assume that, since pretty much all the sports 
you watch, with the exception of hockey, are American, that 
if you're Canadian, it’s got to be much tougher,” said Edge. 


< = HOT 500] = Justin Credible says The Rock rules Hollywood. | Hot athlete of the future? LeBron Jam 
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“Most of the wrestlers we watched and were into were 
American. But when there are guys like Bret [Hart], Owen 
[Hart] and [Chris] Benoit breaking through, you're like, 
‘Okay, a Canadian can do it too.” 

Edge, Christian and Trish all attended the same wrestling 
school in Toronto. “Га like to think that has something to do 
with [us all being in WWE],” Edge said. 

"Wrestling was such a big deal up there that I don't think 
it's much of a coincidence [that there are several Superstars 
from there]," Christian said. "Everybody seems to love it up 
there. I don't think people realize how big Canada—especially 
the Toronto area—is. It's a pretty big place. So to have five 
or six guys come out of there [isn't surprising]. I’m sure 
there's going to be more in the future." 

But The Big Valbowski says the influx of Canadian talent 
is due to more than just WWE's popularity there. 

"People who are involved in this business are involved in it 
because they love it. I think those Canadians who are involved 
in this business now would be here regardless of whether it 
was popular ог not. It's in their bodies and souls; they're great 
athletes, and they've worked very, very hard to succeed. 
Popularity may have something to do with attracting people 
to this business, but you've really got to have it in your blood 
in order to succeed.” ₪ 








— Crash 
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The W crosses the Atlantic to the UK for its annual Spring spectacular. 
For the first time on North American television, W Fanatic Series™ brings 
you all of the highlights from Wembley Arena. This action-packed event 
features Stone Cold Steve Austin”, Undertaker © and Triple H™. 


PREMIERE 
WEDNESDAY 
SEPTEMBER 









THE BEST or THE W ALL MONTH LONG 


ОЛІ PAY-PER-VIEW 


Пуми ו‎ com 
ONLINE OR CHECK YOUR LOCAL LISTINGS ( / 


FOR PLAY DATES AND TIMES 
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и © 2002 World Wrestling Entertainment, Inc. All Rights Reserved. LV-D 






The true history of this notorious group's rise and, its continued 
onslaught against organized sports-entertainment. 
Formed in 1996 by Hollywood Hulk Hogan”, this poisonous faction 
spreads destruction as if it were butter! Sit back & destroy! 
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IT’S TIME FOR FANS ТО 
SELECT THE WWE 2002 
BABE OF THE YEAR. 


Which one of our delectible Divas do you feel has the 
appropriate assets to be WWE 2002 Babe of the Year? 


Dawn Marie Molly 

Ivory Nidia 

Jackie Gayda Sharmell 
Jacqueline Stacy Keibler 
Jazz Terri 

Lilian Garcia Torrie Wilson 
Linda Miles Trish Stratus 
Lita Victoria 


Visit www.2002babeoftheyear.com 
starting on August 26 to vote in 
the first round of the 
WWE 2002 Babe of the Year tournament! 


Winner to be announced on www. 2002babeoftheyearcom on Sept, 29 

















The Allstate Arena 
in Chicago is the 
Superstars’ top pick 


By Seth Mates 


adison Sguare Garden may be richer in history, 

and the Pontiac Silverdome may hold the all- 

time attendance record, but when it comes 

to combining intensity, electricity and impact, 
World Wrestling Entertainment Superstars select 
Allstate Arena (formerly the Rosemont Horizon) in 
Chicago as the “Hot Arena.” 

“The people are right on top of you,” said Chicago's own D'Lo Brown. “You're in a big arena, but you have that small-arena 
feel, where the audience is an arm's length away. Some of these arenas are so gigantic that you almost lose connection with 
the people because they're so far away. In Chicago, the crowd is incredible. They're knowledgeable; 
they know what's going on. And it's my hometown, so you gotta represent!" 

Perhaps no WWE Superstar is a bigger advocate of Allstate Arena than Chris Jericho. 
Jericho has had more than his fair share of memorable Allstate Arena moments—including his 
WWE debut, on August 9, 1999, 

"I remember feeling a really big buzz—that crowd knew something big was going to happen,” 
Jericho said. “The Rock did his interview, and the *Y2J Countdown' ended, and the audience just 
started going crazy. When I got to the stage, it was a really crazy reaction. To this day, it's one of 
the most memorable moments of my career.” / 

But the memories don't end there for Jericho. Remember when William Regal was teaching table 
manners in the ring, and Jericho pulled the tablecloth out from under him? That was at Allstate Arena. 
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And remember when those two locked horns іп the “Duchess ої 
Queensberry" Match? Allstate Arena. Jericho's first match with Chris 
Benoit? The time Jericho lampooned Stephanie McMahon-Helmsley 
for having breast implants? An electric tag-team match with Stone Cold 
Steve Austin and The Rock against Jericho and Kurt Angle? The time 
he locked horns with Hollywood Hulk Hogan, in a match that saw Edge 
make a surprise return? All at Allstate Arena. 

"There are certain buildings that are good for you, and this has been 
a good building for me every time,” Jericho said. “Great crowd, too. We 









































always look forward to coming to this 
arena because of the crowd." 

Allstate Arena has played host to six 
WWE pay-per-views: Wrestling Classic 
in 1985, WrestleMania 2 in 1986, 
Survivor Series 1989, WrestleMania 13 
in 1997, Judgment Day 1998 and 
Backlash 2001. 

Undertaker defeated Sycho Sid in 
the main event of WrestleMania 13 to 
capture the World Championship. To 
date, it was the only time ‘Taker has 
been in the main event of WrestleMania 
(out of his 10 appearances). 

“I was real stoked,” Undertaker said. 
“Allstate Arena has always been опе 
of my favorite places to wrestle. Even 
back when business wasn't as strong 
as it is now, this place was always 
electric.” 

Christian was still а newcomer when 
he defeated Taka Michinoku for the 
Light-Heavyweight (now Cruiserweight) 
Championship at Judgment Day 1998 
at Allstate Arena. In fact, it was his very 
first televised WWE match. 

“I remember being more nervous than 
Га ever been in my entire life,” Christian 
said. “І remember standing behind the 
curtain, just hoping that my legs would 
be there to walk down the aisle; they felt 
like rubber. After walking down, I just 
looked around in awe that I had made it 
[to this organization]. 





A HOT BUMP AT THE HOT ARENA 


What was the most breathtaking WWE 
moment in the history of Allstate 
Arena? Many fans and Superstars say 
it was Shane McMahon's incredible 
40-foot elbowdrop onto Big Show at 
Backlash 2001. 


As Shane told RAW Magazine: 

The crowd was just electric. 

It's weird. When 1 was up there, 1 looked straight 
across at the upper-deck, and I'm eye to eye with 
them, and I'm like, “Whoa, І am high." It was freaky. 

When you do something like that, you can't allow 
your emotions to get into it. If you make a mistake 
from that height, you're seriously messed up. 

Looking down, I had to make sure I didn't kill 
Show. l'm coming from 42 feet, at 235 pounds, 
at a velocity of 60-something miles-per-hour. There 
could have been damage. 

When you hit that plywood and you go through, 
all the enthusiasm leaves your body. You can't 
breathe. I was just making sure my ribs weren't 
broken; | did a quick systems check. І wasn't positive 
[my ribs weren't broken], especially when Test 
lifted me up on that camera. ! wasn't positive that 
І hadn't done something really stupid. 

But it was cool. I'm glad it all worked out. 


"Chicago has become my favorite arena to wrestle in. It's unbelievable. These people are 
always amazingly loud. And it's a confined building, so it makes the noise stay there; it's 
loud all the time. When the crowd is alive like that, it just makes the show that much more 
special. I always look forward to coming back to Chicago and Allstate Arena." ₪ 


From Chris Jericho's incredible WWE debut on August 9, 1999 (far left), to Christian's Light-Heavyweight 
Championship win in his first match (top) to 'Taker's championship win over Sycho Sid (middle) and 


Shane McMahon's 40-foot elbowdrop (bottom and above right), Chicago's Allstate Arena has seen it all. 
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Int WORLD 


WWE's Home In Times Square 





Redefining “Attitude” in the Heart of the Big Apple 


Times Sguare has often been referred to as the crossroads of the world. 
But only now can it truly be said that The World is in Times Square. That's 
because WWE's entertainment complex, located at Broadway and 43rd 
Street in New York City, has officially changed its name to “The World.” The 
change is twofold; not only does it go along with WWE's policy of “getting 
the ‘F’ out,” but it also reflects the establishment's expanding scope, which 
currently stretches far beyond the boundaries of sports-entertainment. 

In addition to the restaurant itself, there is а WWE retail store on-site, 
and on any given day of the week, the venue may double as а nightclub 
or concert hall. There are special events held there on a weekly basis, 
including illusionist Criss Angel's innovative Mindfreak show. This is 
just one of the reasons why WWE refers to the establishment as an 
“entertainment complex.” 

The World demands the attention of passersby with its modernized 
replica ої the original marguee for the legendary Paramount Theater that 
once occupied the same space. And just like performers as diverse as Frank 
Sinatra, Benny Goodman, The Beatles and The Sex Pistols captured 
the imagination of previous generations on The Paramount's hallowed 
stage, so does The World carry on that tradition by walking the cutting edge 
of New York's entertainment culture. 

"Between the restaurant, retail store, club nights, rock concerts, special 
events and other functions, we're going seven days a week, from 11 in the 
morning to 5 or 6 the following morning,” says Roland Rutjens, general 
manager of The World. *On Monday nights we host Raw, on Thursday 
nights SmackDown!, and every fourth Sunday of the month we host the 
pay-per-view event. We feed anywhere from 500 to 800 people who come 
here for those events. The place goes crazy.” 

Under its former name, The World opened to the 
public at the end of 1999, and has been picking 
up steam ever since. Today, it's not only one of the 
hottest tourist attractions in New York City, but it's 
even become a favorite destination of city residents, 
both WWE fans and non-fans alike. 

"People are starting to realize that The World is 
a destination for a club, and also a destination for 

























The World, located in the heart of 
Times Square, hosts WWE events, 
music, magic and more. 


by BRIAN SOLOMON 
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The World паз become а destination for clubbing (above) аз well as exclusive WWE events, such аз the selection of 
the most recent Tough Enough champions. 












rock shows,” says Rutjens. “We're slowly starting to break away 
from the perception of being one-dimensional. Planet Hollywood is 
E .| aone-dimensional dining facility; ESPN Zone is a one-dimensional 
dining facility that showcases sports. We have a lot going on. The 
people who come here are all blown away by the facility." 

There are two main entrances to the complex: one, from Broadway 
under the marquee, which leads into the WWE retail store; the other 
off 43rd Street. Both lead downstairs to the amazing acre under- 
ground, which houses a restaurant with seating for over 500, *The 
World Underground Theatre,” and a full-sound, performing-stage 
area, as well as seating for clubs, concerts, television broadcasts and 
sound recordings. 

Over the summer, The World hosted concerts from bands like Danzig, The Cro-Mags, Sick of it All, 
Tommy Lee of Mótley Crüe, and Geoff Tate of Queensryche. The venue transforms into a nightclub on 
Friday night (Latin Night) and Saturday night. The World also hosts banquets, weddings, corporate 
events, meetings, bar mitzvahs, parties and other private functions. 

The catalog of WWE events at the site is countless. The Tough Enough winners were announced 
there during live broadcasts on MTV. The WWE's United Kingdom-only pay-per-view events are 
broadcast in the U.S. exclusively at The World. WWE Superstars also appear regularly for autograph 
signings and fan meet-and-greets. 

The task of keeping the complex running smoothly is a Herculean effort. Rooms are constantly 
being rearranged and redecorated to suit ever-changing functions. The throngs that filter in from 
Times Square lend the establishment an aura of hustle, bustle and excitement that typifies New York. 
It's almost too much to be contained in the 48,000-square-foot facility. 

"It's a challenge, but a rewarding опе," Rutjens says. “You can walk away, and say, "This was one 
great day. We did so much—we went from a restaurant to a nightclub to a concert- 
hall.” In the meantime, while all this mayhem is going on, Criss Angel is performing 
| in “The World Underground Theatre, and upstairs the retail store is cranking and the 
box office is selling tickets." 

So the next time you're in the Big Apple, make sure to check out The World. Any 
WWE fan paying a visit to the city that never sleeps would be cheating himself by pass- 
ing up the opportunity to enjoy this state-of-the-art facility. Whether you're looking to 
strut your stuff on the dance floor, check out some rockin” bands, catch a WWE televised 
event with hundreds of other fans, or just want a delicious bite to eat, The World is the 
place to be. Start spreadin' the news... ₪ 
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SPECIAL SECTION: ЕГЕР ШАШ и 


CRISS ANGEL is пої your father's illusionist. Combining state-of-the-art 
special effects, gymnastics, innovative set and costume design and an 
industrial music soundtrack of his own composition, Angel has taken 
traditional magic to a level never before witnessed. And he does it 





Conceived by Angel, it is a unique 
journey into the world of illusion. 
Many of the actual presentations per- 
formed within the show hearken back to 
some of stage magic's most traditional 
tricks, but the execution is light years 
beyond. 

"It truly freaks your mind out,” said 
Shane McMahon of Mindfreak e 
makes magic cool. It's not like traditional 
David Copperfield. Criss has a whole 
rock *n' roll thing. He's like a rock star 
who does magic. Seeing is believing." 

Indeed, Angel's art of illusion is with- 
out flaw, performed in the round before 
an intimate audience. Adding to the pres- 
entation is the atmospheri 
by John Farrell, the man responsible for 


Т: show is called Mindfreak. 


10 times a week, exclusively at The World. 


Radio City Music Hall's Spring and 
Christmas Spectaculars; movement 
consultation by Debra Brown, renowned 
choreographer for Cirgue du Soleil and 
Madonna's Drowned world tour; and 
creature design and construction by Steve 
John: who has worked on motion 
pictures like Species, The Abyss, Men in 
Black and Blade. 

“I was just utterly amazed and sur- 
prised by Criss” show,” remarked Linda 
McMahon. “He's charismatic as a per- 
former, and the illusions are so slick. 
I'm telling you, I was sitting six feet 
from most of them! From the music, to 
the special effects, to the characters he 
created, it's very entertaining and some- 
times eerie. I thoroughly enjoyed the 
entire show. Criss really brings some- 





thing special to the table. He's part 
rock ‘n’ roll, part illusionist and all 
showman—very contemporary with his 
material and his production. I would 
urge anyone to go to the "Underground 
Theatre’ at The World to see Mindfreak.” 

Criss Angel's love for illusion is actu- 
ally predated by his love for music, 
age of six. This, in 


which began at the 

turn, led to his interest in magic. For his 

inspiration, Angel turned immediately 
to the best. 

| never really was 

because I thought 

Шу уеге ‘ond of cheesy and hokey. 


spired by magi- 


[But] Houdini w 
because he had such a profound 

the realm of magic. He's been dead since 
1926, and his name is still synonymous 
with the magic world. He really struck 
à chord with me. 

"What also influenced me 
art, cinema and music. That's really 
where my inspiration came from, more 
50 than magic. What I try to achieve is 
touching the individuals in the audience 


omebody I admired, 


reat 
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International Magicians Society, largely 
on the merits of Mindfreak. 

In February, with Mindfreak still in 
full swing, Angel undertook a new star- 


пу day 


tling presentation that brought him further 
into the public eye. Suspending himself 
from eight fishhooks that were implanted 
into his body for 5 hours and 40 minutes 
in The World's retail store, Angel 








attracted tens of thousands of onlookers 
from the Times Sguare Area and set a 
world record in the process. 

"I wanted to demonstrate that any- 
thing is possible,” Angel says as he dis- 
plays the scars that the stunt left on his 
body. “For many years, this was done as 
а demonstration of religious belief and 
as a rite of passage. I think it provoked 
people to see that pain is really just a 
state of mind. 

"When the physical, emotional and 
spiritual are working in harmony, you can 
really achieve some incredible things. 
I could have probably done it for quite 
a bit longer if I hadn't spun around and 
been so physical doing the demon- 
stration. If I were in my meditative state 
for a longer period of time, I wouldn't 
have ripped my calf. But I was happy 



















f the week...” 


with the amount of time I did it. It was 


a very successful demonstration.” 


The fishhooks presentation drew even 
greater comparisons to David Blaine, 
who is known for his high-profile 
public stunts. But Angel is quick to dis- 
miss such comparisons. 

"There are people out there doing 
stunts, but to me, they're not very pro- 
vocative. They're not pushing the enve- 
lope—they re doing things that anybody 
off the street can do. I wanna do things 
most people would never even consider 
doing. 

"I think David is cool, and I think his 
approach is cool, but I challenge David 
Blaine any day of the week to hang side- 
by-side with me by eight fishhooks, 
and let's see who can hang longer. 
They'll have to bring me down in a body- 
bag. I won't come down, no matter what. 
He names it, I'll do it.” 


Meanwhile, Mindfreak quickly gained 
momentum, creating significant buzz 
mainly through word-of-mouth. In recent 
months, the show has been visited by 
celebrities such as: Gene Simmons of 
KISS, author Clive Barker, MTV VJ 


| Matt Pinfield, actresses Jennifer Tilly and 


Kyra Sedgwick, actor Michael Imperioli 
of The Sopranos, and rappers Busta 
Rhymes and Bow Wow. Even Angel him- 
self is amazed by the kind of intense 


| reaction the show has produced in some 


fans. 

“We have people that have seen it 14 
times, people that come here and have 
tattoos of my logo on their arm,” he 
says. “Magic has never really appealed 
to the MTV audience, but I think with 
this show, because of the music and 
how it's presented, it's appealing to a 
brand-new audience. This is something 
you can't plan" ш 


The performance schedule for Mindfreak is: Mon., Wed., Thur. SPM; Fri. 8PM & 10:30PM: 
Sat. 2PM, SPM & 8PM; Sun. 3PM & 7PM through January 2003. 
For tickets, call Ticketmaster at 212-307-4100 or online at www.ticketmaster.com. 
For more on Criss Angel, visit www.crissangel.com. 
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HOT TOPIGS 


Which actress sends Booker T into a frenzy? What is Torrie Wilson's favorite part of the male anatomy. The intrepid WWE.com 
reporting team scoured the locker room to find out exactly what's hot in the eyes of WWE Superstars and Divas. 





50 


Hot Athlete: Me 

Hot Sports Team: | don't follow 
sports. Wrestling is all that's 
important to me. 

Hot Recording Artist: Fozzy; 

| hear Moongoose is Canadian. 
Hot Movie: Spider-man 

Hot Crowd: Calgary or Toronto 
Hot Book: 7he Brotherhood of the 
Rose by David Morrell 

Hot Car: | drive rental cars. What 
the hell do І care? 

Hot on a Woman: Legs, ass 

Hot Vacation Spot: Home, 
because | never get there. 


Hot Sports Team: Dallas Cowboys 
Hot Movie: Star Wars and 
Scooby-Doo 

Hot TV Show: Тпе Osbournes 

Hot City: Hollywood 

Hot Car: Mercedes, besides my 
truck—but that's not a car. 








Hot Food: Pizza 
Hot on a Woman: Ass, legs 

Hot Vacation Spot: Hawaii 
What's Hot Right Now?: Star 
Wars—the greatest movie ever 
made. And Scooby-Doo. Scooby is 
the best movie I've seen this 
year—besides Star Wars. 
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Hot Recording Artist: Elvis; 
he never goes out of style. 
Hot Movie: Minority Report 
Hot TV Show: SpongeBob 
SquarePants 

Hot City: Salisbury, North Carolina 
Hot Crowd: Detroit, Michigan 
Hot Actress: Steven Richards 
Hot Food: Blackened chicken 
from Kelly's Cajun Grill 

Hot on a Woman: Brains, of 
course! 


Randy Orton 


Hot CD: Old Metallica 

Hot Movie: Рапіс Room 

Hot TV Show: South Park 

Hot Actor: Mel Gibson 

Hot Actress: Penelope Cruz 

Hot Car: Chevy Silverado truck 
Hot Food: Strawberry ice cream 
Hot on a Woman: Her personality. 
Ha-ha-ha. 

What's Hot to You?: Going to the 
movies, stuff like that. Time to 
relax...exercise...tanning... 
laying out in the sun. . .girls. 


Spike Dudley 


Hot Sports Team: Boston Red 
Sox. They're having a good 
season, but of course they're 
destined for failure. 

Hot Athlete: Johnny Damon and 
Derek Lowe 

Hot CD: The Eminem Show 

Hot Movie: Spider-man 

Hot Actor: Goldust 

Hot Саг: '98 Oldsmobile Cutlass 
Sierra. That's as hot as | get. 
Hot Food: Lobster 

Hot City: Las Vegas 

Hot on a Woman: Eyes 

What's Hot to You?: Damned if 
| know! I'm pretty laid-back; | 
don't get excited about much. 


Hot Sports Teams: New York 
Yankees and Los Angeles Lakers 
Hot Recording Artists: Mariah 
Carey, Default and Nickelback 
Hot Movie: Spider-man 

Hot TV Show: SmackDown! 











Hot Actor: Tom Cruise 

Hot Crowd: New York City 

Hot Book: Have a Nice Day! 

by Mick Foley 

Hot Food: Sushi 

Hot on a Woman: Eyes 

Hot Vacation Spot: Seven-Mile 
Beach (Grand Cayman), Maui 
and St. Thomas 


Hot Sports Team: | don't watch 
sports. | couldn't care less. 

Hot Recording Artist: Eminem 
Hot CD: The Eminem Show 

Hot Movie: Bad Company 

Hot TV Show: A/ias. The single 
best television show ever made. 
Hot Actor: Samuel L. Jackson. 
Always in style. 

Hot Actress: Cameron Diaz 

Hot Car: Any kind of ragtop 

Hot Book: Spider-man's Tangled 
Web #14, written by me 

Hot Crowd: Oakland, California 
Hot on a Woman: Face 

Hot Vacation Spot: A weekend of 
seedy nightclubs and strip clubs. 
What's Hot to You?: Style. Style is 
always hot. And you'll find that 
the majority of the people in the 
wrestling business have zero 
style, zero sense of fashion. They 
have no idea what is hot. So to 
ask them this question would be 
like asking a monkey to tell time. 


Billy Kidman 


Hot CD: The Eminem Show 

Hot Movie: Spider-man 

Hot TV Show: 0z, The Sopranos 
Hot Crowd: Kansas City, Missouri, 
and Greenville, South Carolina 
Hot Actor: David Arquette 

Hot Actress: Courtney Cox- 
Arquette 

Hot Car: Lexus SC 430 
Convertible 

Hot Book: Anything by James 
Patterson 

Hot on a Woman: Boobies 

Hot Vacation Spot: Hawaii 
What's Hot to You?: Billy Kidman; 
he's pretty cool. 

What Makes You Hot?: See “hot 
оп a woman.” 





Justin Gredible 


Hot Sports Team: New York 
Yankees 

Hot Recording Artist: Kid Rock 
Hot CD: The Eminem Show 
Hot TV Show: Raw 

Hot Actress: Kirsten Dunst 
Hot Car: Cadillac Escalade 
Hot Food: Steak 

Hot on a Woman: Legs 

Hot Vacation Spot: Cancun, 
Mexico 

Hot Crowd: New York City 


Tazz 


Hot Athlete: Barry Bonds 

Hot Recording Artist: P.0.D. 
Hot CD: Satellite by 0.0. 

Hot TV Show: SmackDown! 
Hot Actor: Robert De Niro 
Hot Actress: Ashley Judd 

Hot Car: BMW X5 

Hot Food: Sushi 

Hot on a Woman: My wife's face. 
Hot Vacation Spot: Anguilla 
Hot Crowd: Chicago and New 
York City 

Hot City: New York City 


Hot Sports Team: Univ. of Texas 
Hot Recording Artist: Chris 
LeDoux, Alan Jackson 

Hot Movie: Highlander 

Hot TV Show: Andy Griffith Show 
Hot Crowd: Dallas and Houston 
Hot City: San Diego 

Hot Actor: John Wayne 

Hot Actress: Maureen O'Hara 
Hot Car: Old-style pickup 

Hot Food: Rib-eye steak 

Hot on a Woman: Legs/ass 
What is Hot to You?: Anything 
fast and powerful. Motorcyles, 
trucks. ..| just bought a golf cart 
that goes 35 mph. 

What Makes You Hot?: Seeing 
my wife's cell phone bill. 


Hot Sports Team: U.S. soccer 
| team 

Hot Recording Artist: Gary Allan 
Hot CD: Smoke Rings in the Dark 
by Gary Allan 





Hot Movie: Braveheart 

Hot TV Show: SmackDown! 

Hot City: Los Angeles 

Hot Actor: Kurt Russell 

Hot Actress: Sandra Bullock 
Hot Car: F250 V-10 supercharged 
Hot Food: Steaks—big, fat ones 
Hot on a Woman: Legs 

Hot Vacation Spot: Hawaii 
What is Hot to You?: Billy 8 
Chuck 

What Makes You Hot?: 

We look good and we're good 
entertainers. We look better 
than the Divas. 


Hot Sports Team: 1984 Boston 
Celtics 

Hot Athlete: Larry Bird 

Hot Recording Artist: Cinderella 
Hot CD: Satellite by P.0.D. 














Hot Movie: Windtalkers and 
Scooby-Doo 

Hot TV Show: The Sopranos 
Hot Actor: Nicolas Cage 

Hot Actress: Madeleine Stowe 
Hot Car: '69 Chevy Camaro Z-28 
Hot Food: Anything Italian 

Hot on a Woman: Shoulders, 
back 


Hot Sports Team: Detroit Red 
Wings 

Hot Athlete: Luis Castillo 

Hot Recording Artist: Incubus 
Hot CD: Morning View by Incubus 
Hot TV Show: The Osbournes 
Hot Crowd: Chicago 

Hot Actor: Alan Thicke 

Hot Actress: Halle Berry 








Hot Car: Cadillac Escalade 
Hot Food: Sushi 
Hot Vacation Spot: Hawaii 


Hot Sports Team: Houston Texans 
Hot Athlete: Serena Williams 

Hot Recording Artist: Ja Rule 
Hot TV Show: Raw 

Hot City: Los Angeles 

Hot Actor: Wesley Snipes 

Hot Actress: Halle Berry 

Hot Car: The new Dodge Viper 
Hot Food: Joe's Crab Shack. ..try 
the BBQ crab. 

Hot on a Woman: "The boo-tay" 
Hot Vacation Spot: Virgin Islands 
What is Hot to You?: Seeing my 
girl after not seeing her for 
weeks. 


Hot Sports Team: Los Angeles 
Lakers 

Hot Athlete: Pete Sampras 
Hot Recording Artist: Nelly 
Furtado 

Hot CD: Dance Party (Like It's 
2002) 

Hot Crowd: Madison Square 
Garden 

Hot City: Los Angeles 

Hot Actor: Adam Sandler 

Hot Actress: Nicole Kidman 
Hot Car: Cadillac Escalade 
Hot Food: Grilled chicken 

Hot on a Man: Butt 

Hot Vacation Spot: Bahamas 
What is Hot to You?: Great 
attitude & zest for life. 


Hot Sports Team: Any team in 
the WNBA. I'm pulling for all of 
"ет, just because they're out 
there doing their thing. 

Hot Athlete: Chamigue 
Holdsclaw; the Williams sisters 
Hot Recording Artist: Tweet 
Hot CD: No More Drama by 
Mary J. Blige 

Hot Movie: Swordfish 

Hot TV Show: Sou/ Food 

Hot Growd: Green Bay 

Hot City: Las Vegas 

Hot Actor: Omar Epps 

Hot Actress: Angela Bassett 
Hot Food: Filet mignon, medium 
rare 

Hot on a Man: My husband's ass 
What is Hot to You?: When | look 
at myself in the mirror. 

What Makes You Hot?: I’m a 
cutie with a nice ghetto bootie. 








Hot Recording Artist: Michael 
Jackson 

Hot CD: Ashanti 

Hot Movie: First three Rocky 
movies, until they killed off Apollo 
Creed. 

Hot TV Show: Sex in the Gity 
Hot Growd: Dallas 

Hot Gity: Dallas 

Hot Actor: Denzel Washington 
Hot Actress: Halle Berry 

Hot Car: Mercedes-Benz 

Hot Food: Steak 

Hot on a Man: Butt/legs 

What Makes You Hot?: My body 


Hot TV Show: Tough Enough 
Hot Crowd: Madison Square 
Garden 

Hot City: New York City 

Hot Car: Porsche Carrera 

Hot Food: A plate of pasta with 
salsa rosa sitting between me 
and a hot Italian man in Rome. 
Hot on a Man: Where the ass 
connects to the hamstring 

Hot Vacation Spot: Maui or 
another aqua-water Hawaiian 
beach 


Hot Sports Team: Toronto 

Maple Leafs, Seattle Mariners, 
South Korean World Cup team 
Hot Recording Artist: Red Hot 
Chili Peppers 

Hot CD: Maladroit by Weezer; 
Degradation Trip by Jerry Cantrell; 
Wingspan (Hits 8 History) by Paul 
McCartney 

Hot Growd: Chicago 

Hot Gity: Chicago (because of the 
Moondance Diner) 

Hot Actor: Ed Norton, Johnny 
Depp, Brad Pitt 

Hot Actress: Cameron Diaz 

Hot Food: Pancakes and 
chocolate-chip cookies (although 
| try to stay away from both) 

Hot on a Woman: Eyes, butt, legs 
Hot Vacation Spot: Australia, 
Ireland, Hawaii and Banff, Alberta 


Hot Athletes: Kenny Wallace and 
Tiger Woods 

Hot Recording Artist: Kid Rock 
Hot TV Show: American Idol 
Hot Crowd: Tampa, Florida 

Hot Actor: Billy Bob Thornton 
Hot Actress: Angelina Jolie 














Hot Book: River God by Wilbur A. 
Smith 

Hot on a Woman: My wife's 
mind. 

Hot Vacation Spot: Hawaii 


Hot Sports Team: German and 
Brazilian World Cup teams 

Hot Athlete: Jose Theodore 

Hot Recording Artist: Dream 
Theater 

Hot CD: Happenstance by Fozzy 
Hot Movie: Spider-man 

Hot Crowd: Chicago 

Hot City: Las Vegas 

Hot Actor: Brad Pitt 

Hot Actress: Denise Richards 
Hot Car: '76 Volare (my first car) 
Hot on a Woman: Ass 

Hot Vacation Spot: Lake 
Vermillion, Minnesota 

What is Hot to You?: Going to a 
concert and seeing a live band rip 
out a good tune while the crowd 
goes crazy. 


Hot Sports Team: Toronto Maple 
Leafs 

Hot Athlete: Chris Benoit 

Hot Recording Artist: Eminem 
Hot CD: The Eminem Show 

Hot TV Show: Married with 
Children; Alan Keyes is Making 
Sense 

Hot Crowd: Chicago 

Hot Actor: Robert De Niro, 

Al Pacino, Ed Norton 

Hot Actress: Julia Roberts, 

Peta Wilson, Salma Hayek 

Hot on a Woman: Ass 

Hot Vacation Spot: Puerto Rico 
What is Hot to You?: Motocross 
racing, freestyle skiing, skydiving 
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GET INTO 


A. Stone Cold Steve 
Austin” “What?” 
Skull T-Shirt 

What?" may have begun 

as a simple question from 
the baddest S.O.B. in the 
business, but turned into 
something more. Chant 
along with everyone as you 
ask the same question as 
the Rattlesnake”. What?" 
Do you like Stone Cold"? 
What?" Do you want this 
T-shirt? What?" Then buy it! 
What?" Black. 10096 cotton. 
Sizes: M L XL XXL 

#13263 525.00 





B. Undertaker’ Big Evil Red Devil T-Shirt 

He's big, he's bad, and he's got a brand new T-shirt that lets you know exactly 
how heinous he can be. And now you can take your own trip on the evil side 
by buying the tee that represents evil personified. Undertaker* demands it 

of you. Devil design on front and "Big Evil Red Devil" on back. Black. 10096 
cotton. Sizes: M L XL XXL 

503114 $25.00 


BED 
BIG EVIL 
dry 














C. Hollywood Hulk Hogan" "Hulkamania" 
is Still Runnin’ Wild”” T-Shirt 

Hulkamania" may have 
begun nearly 20 years 
ago at Madison Square 
Garden, but it's still 
running wilder than 
ever. Be a part of this 
cultural phenomenon 
by wearing the colors 
of this Immortal Icon 
and showing the world 
that you, too, bleed 
red & yellow. Red. 
10096 cotton. 

Sizes: M L XL XXL 
#91247 $25.00 





D. Triple H™ 

“Screw the Rules”” 
T-Shirt 

Are you ready to play 
“The Game""? Nothing— 
not pain, not agony, not 
distance—-stopped Triple H”. 
Do you have that kind of 
endurance? Follow his 
lead, screw the rules in 
this T-shirt. Black. 

10096 cotton. 

Sizes: M L XL XXL 


3 #31050 525.00 
Р LAY THE ודו‎ МЕ 
Е. The Rock” 
“Just Bring It"" Flag 
T-Shirt 


Finally, The Rock's" “Just Bring It"" 
Flag tee is available in youth 
sizes. Now, The Rock's" fans of 
ALL ages can cheer on the 
“Great Опе"," while showing 
their unwavering patriotism by 
simply wearing their own version 
of this best-selling T-shirt. 

Black. 100% cotton. 

Available in two Youth sizes: 

M (fits children 8-10) 

L (fits children ages 10-12) 
335277 $25.00 


"We Who Are 
Truly Brave 
Will Never 
Live In Fear” 


The ROCK 






F. NEW! Kurt Angle” “You Suck” T-Shirt 

How can you boo an American Hero? It's easy: Buy this shirt, go 
to a live W event and tell Angle exactly how you feel about his 
gold medals and obnoxious sense of humor. Black. 100% cotton. 
Sizes: M L XL XXL 

459020 525.00 


IT'S TRUE 


PADAPA 
KURT ANGLE 





G. NEW! The Hurricane” T-Shirt 

Are you ready to blast off with the WWE's very 
own Superhero? Watch out, “There's a Hurricane 
comin’ through”. Lime Green. 100% cotton. 


H.NEW! W SmackDown!" 
T-Shirt 

Are you true blue? Is your favorite 
night of the week Thursday? Well 
if so, we've got the right shirt 

for you. Go ahead, put a little 
SmackDown!” into your wardrobe. 
Royal Blue. 100% cotton. 

Sizes: M L XL XXL 

#00509 0 


І, NEW! W Raw” T-Shirt 
This “Red”-hot T-shirt is just the 
ticket for you to spice up your 
Monday nights—or any other 
night of the week. 

100% cotton. Sizes: M L XL XXL 
#00510 525.00 


Sizes: M L XL XXL 
#09002 $25.00 





== 


A. E'S HOW TO ORDER ^ 

ORDER NUMBER: MM з 
203-601-5020 - 
| Hours: 8:30 am — 11:30 pm ET Mon. — Fri. | 
Hours: 7:30 om — 10:30 pm CT Mon. — Fri. 
OR ORDER ONLINE AT: = 
ATTITUDE” AT YOUR FINGERTIPS! 


PU a - 















wi Checks, - ШШ, ا‎ - 
Ds accepted. Allow 2-4 weeks for delivery. 
l -Fill in the credit card information clearly 
CZU D thek D Money Order П MasterCard” Г1 VISA" 
SORRY, NO C.0.D:5 OR CASH ACCEPTED. US. FUNDS ONLY. 


Acct. No. Exp. Date 














уз с че wa‏ דח 


Signature 

Name 

Street Address Apt.# _ 
City State — Country. — Zip 

Day Phone | 7 Home Phone £ 


‘TEMS MAY NOT BE EXACTLY AS DEPICTED. 





——— ———— — —— ———————————————— 

















| DESCRIPTION | ITEM # 





























SOURCE CODE: SEPO2AD Total Price of Items 
Shipping & Handling 


Please add appropriate sales ta. 


Illinois Residents add 6/96 tax 






Connecticut Residents add 6% tax 
CT residents: state tax does not apply to clothing under $50.00 


New York Residents add 8/426 tax 
Canadian Residents add 7% GST tax 


₪ Uu uu W Q| 








Shipping and Handling TOTAL 

Ploase odd for 

Orders Totaling USA. ma Orders will be processed as quickly as possible. 
Under $2000 54.95 59.95 Please allow 10-14 days for delivery. Return info: 


$20.00 10 52999 5595 | 510.95  Retum instructions wil be listed on packing slip 
530.00 io 539.99 57.95 511.95 International orders for shipping rates, please call. 203-601-5020. 
5400000 54999 58.95 | 512.95 sah ship iin 48 hours 
550000 5499 5995 51495 лук ZA 
585.00 lo $149.99 51395 518.95 CEN 

$150.00 t0 $199.99 51595 52095 press Add $1000 to your shipping and 

handling fee. Ovemight Express: Add 52000 
5200.00 plus 51795 $2295 (уст shipping ond handing fee. 


International orders minimum $50.00 
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MATT anny 











Its a big sting for 

“The Next Big Thing” 
as Matt Hardy goes air- 
borne on Brock Lesnar. 
The rookie monster has 
had his share of high- 
octane run-ins with 
Matt and Jeff Hardy 
since making his debut. 
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UNDERTAKER 


A Decade of Destruction later, 
the Deadman is still kicking 
ass and taking names. Here 
its “The Game,” going up for 
a massive, one-handed 
chokeslam courtesy of 
Undertaker. Big Evil has 
enjoyed a banner year in 2002, 
and there's more to come. 

















You want hot action? There's still no place hotter than WWE. 
If you missed it live, here's another chance to catch it raw. 
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TRIS ІШІ 





Jazz receives some 
Stratusfaction, courtesy of 
Trish's trademark Bulldog. 
Jazz and Trish waged war 
for months, and in the 
process the red-hot Trish 
also earned the reputation 
of being tougher than 
shoe leather. 
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“Hey, watch the rug!" 

A bloody Edge gets a 
handful of Kurt Angle's 
synthetic mane in their 
brutal cage match. Edge 
and Angle set the bar high 
for other Superstars with 
their violent knockdown, 
drag-out rivalry. 
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TRIPLE H 





All roads lead to agony for 
Kurt Angle as “The Game” 
nails a Pedigree. Triple H 
has overcome an elbow 
injury, in addition to his 
torn quad, and continues 
to set the standard for 
high-impact matches. 
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ТІМІНІ 








The “educated feet” of 
Tajiri make their mark, 

as the loudest kick in 

the business connects 
squarely to the jaw 

of William Regal. Tajiri 
continues to awe fans 
with his ultra-athletic style 
and martial-arts kicks. 
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by keith elliot greenberg 

















Though known for his aggression in the ring, Tito Santana was also known for his quiet 
manner, intensity and the love of his family outside of the ring. 








Living La 
Vida Nueva 


Tito Santana's 
Second Life 


Tito Santana knows how to 
perform in front of an audience. 
A veteran of nine WrestleManias, 
and a Spanish-language 
announcer for this organization 
in the late 19905, the Superstar 
once referred to as EI Matador 
understands the dynamics of 
getting a point across. 


ut today, Santana is plying his 
B- not in the Staples Center 

or Continental Airlines Arena, 
but Eisenhower Middle School in Rox- 
bury Township, New Jersey. There are 
only 25 spectators on hand, and not one 
of them has bothered to bring a sign. 
It's not something you do when you're 
in seventh-grade Spanish class. 

"Any more talking, you're going out 
in the hall,” says Santana—who uses 
his birth name, Merced Solis, when he's 
teaching. “Game's over.” 

It seems like a dramatic departure for 
a man who's held the Intercontinental 
and Tag Team titles. But it all makes 
sense to Santana. Long before he ever 
contemplated entering the mat wars, he 
was pursuing a teaching career. 

“T come from a family of migrant 
laborers,” the 49-year-old native of 
Mission, Texas, explains. “When І was 
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іп school, а coach took ап interest in те 
and got me involved in sports. Because 
of him, I received an education. I always 
wanted to touch kids in the same way." 

While other retirees from the sport of 
kings sometimes seem lost in their old 
war stories, Santana is frequently too 
busy to stop and reminisce about the 
glory days. After school, he joins his 
wife, Leah, at nearby Santana's Hair 
Salon, supervising a staff of nine stylists 
and two nail technicians. 

"Tito will be sweeping up hair, and 
you'll see people walk by the window 
and do a double-take,” notes Leah. 
"They'll come running into the shop and 
go, ‘He sweeps?” 

“There's a lot more normalcy in what 
I'm doing now;" Santana claims, relaxing 
in his classroom between periods. “As a 
wrestler, you're on the road, away from 
your family, missing holidays and birth- 
days. Now, even if I'm in the shop, I'm 
with my family on the weekends. And;" 
he smirks, looking over at his principal, 
John DePalma, *we make about the same 
money as WWE Superstars." 

“Yeah,” DePalma chuckles back, “and 
I make about the same as Vince.” 

Although he listed Tocula, Mexico, as 
his hometown, Santana actually has deep 
roots in Texas. "Му family was always 
there;" he notes, "since it was Mexico. 
After the Mexican-American War, they 
changed the borders." 

In college, Tito played tight end for 
West Texas State's football team, which 
was something of a breeding ground for 
future mat stars. Tully Blanchard—who'd 
later engage in brawls with partner Arn 
Anderson against Santana—was the 
quarterback, and “Million-Dollar Man” 
Ted DiBiase played offensive and defen- 
sive tackle. 

When Santana graduated in 1975— 
with a major in physical education and 
a minor in Spanish—he embarked on a 
career in professional football, playing 
for the Kansas City Chiefs in the NFL, 
and British Columbia Lions in the 
Canadian Football League (CFL). 

But Blanchard and grappling icon 
Terry Funk—who, along with such 
notables as Dusty Rhodes, Bruiser Brody, 
"Raging Bull" Manny Fernandez, Barry 
Windham and Cowboy Stan Hansen, 








Merced Solis, the former Tito Santana, standing outside his school in New Jersey. Instead 
of making an impression on kids from the ring, he now makes one inside a classroom. 








counted himself among West Texas State 
alumni—encouraged Tito to consider pro 
wrestling. In 1977, the youngster began 
training with Japanese taskmaster Hiro 
Matsuda in Tampa—in a class that 
included Hulk Hogan, Brutus “the 
Barber" Beefcake, and “Mr. Wonderful” 
Paul Orndorff. 

The same year, Santana made his 





debut, working as Merced Solis, for 
Eddie Graham's promotion in Florida. 
After a few months, he moved on to 
Atlanta, where he was christened Richard 
Blood, the real name of the recently 
departed Ricky “The Dragon" Steamboat. 
Soon, he joined Steamboat in Charlotte, 
but maintained the gimmick. “There 
were really two Richard Bloods in the 
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legends 


tito santana 





territory,” Santana points out. “Me and 
Steamboat —the actual Richard Blood." 

It was in 1978 in Amarillo that Tito— 
working as Merced Solis, in order to 
appeal to Chicano fans—met Andre the 
Giant. Andre used W. as his home base, 
but was frequently lent out to other 
promotions. This time, when the French 
behemoth returned to the Northeast, he 
showed Vincent J. McMahon—father 
of current WWE owner, Vincent K. 
McMahon—a tape of the promising 
athlete. Soon, DiBiase also entered the 
league and began talking up his former 
teammate. 








Santana made his first W. арреаг- 
ance in 1979. “We would tape three 
weeks' worth of television on a single 
day,” he remembers. “Before the show 
began, [Vince's father] told me to come 
up with a catchy name. There were some 
Santanas in Mission, so I called myself 
Tino Santana. І even signed some auto- 
graphs as "Тіпо" during the first hour. 
Just before the second hour, Vince came 
up to me and said, “1 don't like the 
sound of the name ‘Tino.’ You're now 
Tito Santana." 

Everything clicked. Fans loved 
Santana's character—a soft-spoken, 





ethnic hero who could wrestle an exciting 
technical match, peppering the action 
with spurts of aerial maneuvers—and, on 
October 22, 1979, he and Ivan Putski 
defeated Johnny and Jerry Valiant for 
the Tag Team titles. After losing the 
championship to the Wild Samoans on 
April 12, 1980, Santana drifted to the old 
American Wrestling Association (AWA) 
and Atlanta again, this time as a main- 
eventer. 

On May 19, 1983, his 30% birthday, he 
"came home;" and continued his upward 
momentum. On February 11, 1984, he 
upended “The Magnificent" Don Muraco 
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for the Intercontinental Championship, 
before trading the prize back and forth 
with Greg “The Hammer” Valentine. To 
this day, he considers his brutal cage 
match victory over “The Hammer” in 
Baltimore on July 6, 1985, his greatest 
match. 

It was the height of the “Rock ‘n’ 
Wrestlin'” era, with the company 
expanding in ways no performer had ever 
anticipated. 

"We were pioneers,” he says. "We'd 
leave the Northeast and go into other 
places, like Detroit and California, for 
shows. The fans had loyalty to their local 














promotions, so they'd stay away from us 
at first. But we were more than invaders. 
Every one of us knew what we had 
to do when we got in that ring to get 
the fans to come back. And when they 
came back, they brought their friends. 
Pretty soon, we were selling out every- 
where." 

The demands on the talent were 
excruciating. Tito remembers working 
87 matches in a 90-day period. But his 
home's New Jersey location gave him 
an advantage over some of his peers. If 
the company had a show anywhere from 
Massachusetts to Maryland, Santana did 
his best to sleep at home. 

"Maybe my kids would only get to 
see me for a few minutes the next day,” 
he says. "But Га seen so many families 
break up in this business that I thought it 
was important. Even with our schedule, 
my kids felt like I was in their lives.” 

In 1987, Tito joined fellow heartthrob 
Rick Martel as Strike Force, winning the 
Tag Team Championship from Bret "Нії 
Man" Hart and Jim “The Anvil" Neidhart 
on October 27. 

"It was one of the most satisfying 
times of my career,” Santana says. “We'd 
have great, one-hour street fights with 
teams like the Brain Busters and the 
Islanders (Haku and Tama). Even though 
we always went home bruised, we were 
working at our peak, and kept the crowd 
the whole time." 

The pair split at WrestleMania IV, 
when Martel walked out of the ring on 
his partner, leading to a title loss to 
Demolition—and a singles rivalry. 

In 1990, Santana was transformed 
into El Matador. Not only did he enter 
the ring dressed as a bullfighter, but the 
company actually sent him to Tijuana 
for training in the graceful but bloody 
sport, chronicling his progress for tele- 
vision viewers. 

But by 1993, Santana felt that his 
position in the company was slipping 
and—believing that it was time for new 
Superstars to take the spotlight—retired 
from here. 

He continued working independent 





Tito Santana holding his Intercontinental title 
(above); and the retired Merced Solis at school, 
work and with his wife, Leah (left). 








shows, and was brought back for a stint 
as a Spanish-language commentator in 
1997 and '98. But now, he'd shifted his 
focus to his community. He began coach- 
ing basketball and football, and teaching 
Spanish and physical education. More 
significantly, he found that he was still 
young enough to enjoy his time with 
his sons, Matthew, 19, Michael, 17, and 
Mark, 15. 

Still, once you've had a title strapped 
around your waist or slapped a few hands 
on the way back to the dressing room, it's 
nearly impossible to store your boots in a 
box and keep them there forever. Santana 
still works out three times a week and, 
from time to time, steps through the 
ropes to wrestle on a fundraiser or a 
small card. 

"I'm very grateful to wrestling 
because of the quality of life it's given 
me now,” he says. “I always tried to keep 
my priorities straight, and understood 
that there was a difference between 
Merced Solis and Tito Santana. I never 
needed the adulation. But I have to tell 
you, it was nice while it lasted." ₪ 
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In Memoriam 


Jimmy Miranda 
1962—2002 


Jimmy's passion and love for thesbusiness 
will not be forgotten. Our thoughts and 


pray€ts go out to his friendsländsiamily. 
We miss you. 
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